GRAMMAR

MODAL VERBS
[image: image1.png]& PRACTICE 6—SELFSTUDY:  Expressing ability and possibility. (Charts 5-2 and 5-3)

Directions: Complete the sentences with CAN, CAN’T, MAY, or MAY NOT.

1.1 can play only one musical instrument: the piano. I ___€an't  playa
guitar.

2. Dark clouds are gatheringinthesky. It rain soon.

3. Michael will be your interpreter during your tripto Korea. He _____ speak Korean
fluently.

4. One minute John wants to go to the dinner party. The next minute he doesn’t want to go. He

can’t makeup hismind. He _____ go to the dinner party tonight, or he

S. You’d better take a book with you to the airport when you go to meet Danny’s plane. It
be late because of the snowstorm in Denver.
6. A: What channel is the news special on tonight?
B: I’m not sure. It be on Channel Seven. Try that one first.
7. Alice is a runner. She likes to compete, but two days ago she broke her ankle when she fell.
She___ runin the race tomorrow.
8. A: Do you remember a famous actor named Basil Rathbone? Is he still making movies?
B: Ithinkhe _ bedead.
Directions: Complete the sentences with CAN, CAN'T, MIGHT, or MIGHT NOT.
9. Jessica hasn’t made up her mind about where to go to school. She ___might o she
__might not _ ayend Duke University. She just doesn’t know yet.
10. Ducks swim well, but chickens because they don’t have
webbed feet.
11. A: What are you going to order?

B: Idunno.* I have a hamburger or a cheeseburger.
12. A: Carol’s in New York now. Is she going to return to school in Chicago in September?
B: Itdepends. Ifshe ____ find a job in New York, she’ll stay there this fall. Who
knows? She ____ stay there through the winter and spring, too. If she likes
her job, she want to return to school in Chicago next year at all. We’ll

have to wait and see.
13. A: Which one of these oranges is sweet? I like only sweet oranges.
B: How shouid I know? I tell if an orange is sweet just by looking at it.
you? Here. Try thisone. It____ be sweet enough for you. If

it isn’t, put some sugar on it.




[image: image2.png]<& PRACTICE 7—SELFSTUDY: Meanings of could. (Charts 5-2 — 5-4)
Directions: Choose the expression that has the same meaning as the italicized verb,

1. Twenty years ago, David could speak Arabic fluently. Now he’s forgotten a lot.
was able to speak B. may/might speak

2. LeUs leave for the airport now. Lenny’s plane could arrive early tonight.
A. was able to arrive B. may/might arrive

3. “Where’s Alice?”’
“I don’t know. She could be at the mall.””
A. was able to be B. may/might be

4. 1 think I’ll take my umbrella. It could rain today.
A. was able to rain B. may/might rain

5. ““What’s in this box?”
“I don’t know. It looks like a bottle, but it could be a flower vase.”’
A. was able to be B. may/might be

6. When I was a child, we could swim in the Duckfoot River, but now it’s too polluted.
Today even the fish get sick.
A. were able to swim B. may/might swim

7. “How long will it take you to paint two small rooms?”’
“I'm not sure. If the job isn’t complicated, I could finish by Thursday.”
A. was able to finish B. may/might finish

8. When I was a kid, I could jump rope really well.
A. was able to jump B. may/might jump





[image: image3.png]O PRACTICE 9—GUIDED STUDY:  Expressing possibility. (Charts 5-2 — 5-4)

Directions: Complete the sentences with your own words.

Example: 1 could today. (. . .)could too, but we’ll probably

Response: I could skip class and go to a movie today. Pedro could come along too, but we’ll probably
go 10 class just like we’re supposed to.

1. Tonight I could

. Or I might . Of course, I may . But I’ll probably

2. Next year, I might . But I could . But I'll probably
3. My friend (. . .) may this weekend, but I'm not sure. He/She might
He/She could also . But he/she’ll probably

4. One hundred years from now, may . could

- [ may

will probably

& PRACTICE 10—SELFSTUDY:  Polite questions. (Charts 5-5 and 5-6)

Directions: Circle the correct completion.

1. A: This desk is too heavy for me: May,you help me lift it?
B: Sure. No problem.

2. A: Ms. Milan, may, will Ibe excused from class early today? I have a doctor’s appointment.
B: Yes. You may leave early. That would be fine.
3. A: I’m having trouble with this word processor. Would, May you show me how to set the
margins one more time?
B: Of course.
4. A: Andrew, would, could 1 speak to you for a minute?
B: Sure. What’s up?
S. A: T can’t meet David’s plane tonight. Can, May you pick him up?
B: Sorry. I have to work tonight. Call Uncle Frank. Maybe he can pick David up.
6. A: Could, May you please take these letters to the post office before noon?
B: I'd be happy to, sir. Hmmm. It’s almost eleven-thirty. May, Will 1 leave for the post
office now and then go to lunch early?
A: That would be fine.
7. A: Marilyn, are you feeling okay? Would, Can 1 get you something?
B: May, Will you get me a glass of water, please?
A: Right away.




[image: image4.png]8. A: Darn these medicine bottles! I can’t ever get the cap off!
B: Would, Could 1 open that for you?
A: Thanks. I’d really appreciate it.




[image: image5.png]¢ PRACTICE 12—SELFSTUDY:  Expressing advice. (Chart 5-7)
Directions: Choose the correct completion.

1. Danny doesn’t feet well. He see a doctor.
A. should B. ought C. had

2. Danny doesn’t feel well. He better see a doctor.
A. should B. ought C. had

3. Danny doesn’t feel well. He to see a doctor.
A. should B. ought C. had
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. It’s extremely warm in here. We

. It’s going to be a formal dinner and dance. You

open some windows.

A. should B. ought C. had
. It’s really cold in here. We to close some windows.
A. should B. ought C. had
. There’s a police car behind us. You better slow down!
A. should B. ought C. had
. People who use public parks clean up after themselves.
A. should B. ought C. had
. I have no money left in my bank account. I better stop charging things on my credit
card.
A. should B. ought C. had

to change clothes.

A. should B. ought C. had

This library book is overdue. I better return it today.
A. should B. ought C. had






[image: image7.png]& PRACTICE 13—GUIDED STUDY:  Expressing advice. (Chart 5-7)
Directions: Give advice. Use SHOULD, OUGHT TO, and HAD BETTER.

Example: 1 forgot my dad’s birthday. It was yesterday. I feel terrible about it. What should I do?
Possible responses:

You’d better call him on the phone right away.

You should send him a card and a little present.

You ought to write him a long letter and tell him you’re sorry.

1. Sam studies, but he doesn’t understand his physics class. It’s the middle of the term, and he
is failing the course. He needs a science course in order to graduate. What should he do?

2. Dan just discovered that he made dinner plans for tonight with two different people. He is
supposed to meet his financée at one restaurant at 7:00, and he is supposed to meet his boss at
a different restaurant across town at 8:00. What should he do?

3. The boss wants me to finish my report before I go on vacation, but I probably don’t have
time. What should I do?

4. 1 borrowed Karen’s favorite book of poems. It was special to her. A note on the inside cover
said ““To Karen.”” The poet’s signature was at the bottom of the note. Now I can’t find the
book. I think I lost it. What am I going to do?

& PRACTICE 14—SELFSTUDY: Expressing necessity. (Chart 5-8)

Directions: Choose the correct completion.

1. 1 to wash the dishes after dinner last night. It was my turn.
A. have B. has C. had D. must
2. Bye! I’'m leaving now. I got to take this package to the post office.
A. have B. has C. had D. must
3. I know you didn’t mean what you said. You think before you speak!
A. have B. has C. had D. must
4. Yesterday everyone in the office to leave the building for a fire drill. I’'m glad it wasn’t a

real fire.
A. have B. has C. had D. must




[image: image8.png]. Janet 10 take an educational psychology course next semester. It’s a required course.

A. have B. has C. had D. must

. Pete, Chris, and Anna
help him grade papers.
A. have B. has C. had D. must

to stay after class this afternoon. Professor Irwin wants them to

. Mr. Silva, you not be late today. The vice-president is coming in, and you’re the only
one who can answer her questions about the new project.
A. have B. has C. had D. must

. Last year our town didn’t have many tourists because of the oil spill. Business was bad. My
wife and I own a small souvenir shop near the ocean. We to borrow money from the
bank last month to save our business.

A. have B. has C. had D. must





ANSWER KEYS
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